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State Testing 

• NYSED Assessments measure how well 
students demonstrate their ability to meet 
standards  
– Knowledge 

– Skills 

– Practices  

 

• How might we know how well we are doing if 
we do not have state assessment data?  



Standard Groups 

       English Language Arts   

• Reading 
– Key Ideas and Details 

– Craft and Structure  

– Integration of Knowledge and 
Ideas 

• Writing 
– Text Types and Purposes 

– Research … Knowledge  

• Listening and Speaking  
– Comprehension and Collaboration  

– Presentation of Knowledge and 
Ideas  

• Language  
– Conventions 

– Vocabulary  

– Knowledge  

Mathematics  

• Operations and Algebraic 
Thinking  
– Problem Solving  

• Numbers and Operations  
– Place Value  

• Measurement and Data 
– Time and money  

• Geometry  
– Shapes  



Short-Response Questions 

 

Short-response questions are designed to assess New York State P-12 Reading and Language Standards. 

These are single questions in which a student uses textual evidence to support his or her answer to an 

inferential question. These questions ask the student to make an inference (a claim, position, or conclusion)  

based on his or her analysis of the passage, and then provide two pieces of text-based evidence to support 

his or her answer. 

 

The purpose of the short-response questions is to assess a student’s ability to comprehend and analyze 

text. In responding to these questions, students are expected to write in complete sentences. Responses 

require no more than three complete sentences. The rubric used for evaluating short-response questions 

can be found in the grade-level Educator Guides at https://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guidesenglish-

language-arts-and-mathematics. 

 

Extended-Response Questions 

 

Extended-response questions are designed to measure a student’s ability to write from sources. Questions 

that measure Writing from Sources prompt students to communicate a clear and coherent analysis of one 

or two texts. The comprehension and analysis required by each extended response is directly related to 

grade-specific reading standards. Student responses are evaluated on the degree to which they meet gradelevel 

writing and language expectations. This evaluation is made by using a rubric that incorporates the 

demands of grade-specific New York State P-12 Reading and Language standards. 

The integrated nature of the standards for ELA and literacy requires that students are evaluated across the 

strands (Reading, Writing, and Language) with longer pieces of writing, such as those prompted by the 

extended-response questions. The rubric used for evaluating extended-response questions can be found in 

the grade-level Educator Guides at https://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-english-languagearts-and-

mathematics.  

Understanding ELA Questions 

Source: Engageny.org 
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• Raw Score  

 

• Scale Score  
 

• Performance Level  



Performance Level Definitions 





Performance Level Raw Score Scale Score Percentage of Raw Points  

1 
20 585 45% 

21 587 48% 

22 590 50% 

23 592 52% 

2 

24 594 55% 

25 596 57% 

26 598 59% 

27 600 61% 

28 602 64% 

29 604 66% 

30 606 68% 

3 

31 609 70% 

32 611 73% 

33 614 75% 

34 616 77% 

35 619 80% 

4 

36 622 82% 

37 625 84% 

38 629 86% 

39 633 89% 

40 637 91% 

41 644 93% 

42 652 95% 

43 657 98% 

44 661 100% 

2018 Grade 5 
ELA Layperson 

Chart 

Student’s Level of Performance 



Grade  Non-Tested Tested 1 2 3 4 

3 74 467 18% 30% 49% 3% 

4 127 418 20% 35% 34% 11% 

5 175 434 28% 34% 23% 15% 

6 206 397 30% 33% 19% 18% 

7 267 389 38% 32% 24% 6% 

8 351 364 31% 40% 20% 10% 

Total 1,200 2,469 27%  34% 29%  10% 

2018 NYSED ELA Performance  
Arlington CSD 



Grade 5 ELA Subgroup Performance  





Resources  

• Released Questions  
 

 
 

• http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice/ 

 

• http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction 
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